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Torah Scrolls and Esther Scrolls
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1. Miniature Torah Scroll - Poland, 19th Century
/ Velvet Mantle with Gold Embroidery and
Rhinestones - Europe, 20th Century

Miniature Torah scroll. [Poland, first half of the 19th
century]. Placed in a gilt-embroidered velvet mantle.
[Europe, ca. early 20th century].

Torah scroll, written in miniscule script, in the "Vavei
HaAmudim" format, based on the contemporary
Tikkun Soferim. Wound on rollers.

The scroll is cloaked in a green velvet mantle,
bearing the gilt-embroidered letters Vav and Yud,
a Star of David and foliate designs, as well as
rhinestones. The mantle is edged with metallic
bobbin lace. Openings for the rollers were cut
into the top of the mantle, unskillfully edged and
causing damage to lace. Drawstring at the bottom of
the mantle; the mantle appears to have been made as
a tefillin pouch, which was later converted to serve
as Torah mantle.

Height of parchment: 13 cm. Height of rollers:
approx. 30 cm. Mantle: 19x15.5 cm. Good-fair
condition. Unskilled hand stitches and late machine
stitches to velvet mantle. Threadbare areas. Damage
and some loss to embroidery. Fracture (repaired
with glue) at base of one roller.

Opening price: $6500
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2. Torah Scroll, Sephardic Script - Europe, 18th Century

Torah scroll, [Western Germany? / the Netherlands?, second half
of 18th century].

Ink on parchment, neat European-Sephardic Stam script (Vellish).
42 lines per column. In accordance with the Sephardi customs
("Shenei HaSe'irim" at the top of a column, and the like).
Parchment height: approx. 32.5 cm. Good condition. Stains and
creases. Without rollers.

Opening price: $1500
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3. Torah Scroll, Sephardic Script - Europe, 19th Century

Torah scroll, [the Netherlands?, ca. 19th century].

Ink on parchment, very neat European-Sephardic Stam script
(Vellish). 42 lines per column. The layout of the text appears to
follow the Tikkun Soferim books printed in the 19th century.
Parchment height: approx. 34 cm. Good condition. Stains and
creases. Without rollers.

Opening price: $1500
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4. Torah Scroll and a Pair of Silver Torah Finials
- Morocco, 19/20th Century

Torah scroll and a pair of silver Torah finials: 4a

1. Torah scroll. Sephardic script. [Morocco, second

half of the 19th century].

Parchment height: approx. 50 cm. Overall good condition. Stains. Two detached membranes. A few marginal
tears, not affecting text. Damage to rollers; fractures with loss.

2. Silver finials with horseshoe arch windows. Morocco, second or third quarter of the 20th century.

Silver (marked); cast, engraved and chased.

Finials of hexagonal tower form, with horseshoe-arch aperture hung with bell in each facet. Topped by a
hexagonal dome and surmounted by baluster form finial with rounded silver arms at its base. Engraved and
chased with scrolling and symmetric patterns. Hexagonal shaft with identical decorative patterns.

Height: 38 cm. Good condition. Lacking bells. Bends. Several of the lacking bells enclosed.

Opening price: $1200
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5. Esther Scroll - Italy, 19th Century

Parchment Esther scroll. [Italy, ca. first half of 19th century].

Italian square script. On carved wooden roller.

Parchment scroll. 19 lines per column. Parchment height: 15 cm. Maximum height
of wooden roller: 33 cm. Good-fair condition. Stains, creases and wear. Minor
damage to wooden roller. Long parchment strap attached to first membrane for
closure.

Opening price: $300
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8. Esther Scroll - Eastern Europe, 19th/20th Century

Parchment Esther scroll. [Eastern Europe, 19th/20th century].

Neat Ashkenazic script. On carved wooden roller.

Parchment scroll. 29 lines per column. Parchment height: 27 cm. Maximum height
of wooden roller: 47 cm. Fair-good condition. Stains, wear and creases.

Opening price: $200

6. Esther Scroll on Gevil - Megillah of Rabbi
Chaim Nissim Bechor Algranati, Leading Izmir
Torah Scholar

Esther scroll. [Turkey, ca. 19th century].

Ink on thin, dark-brown gevil. Mehudar Sephardic
Stam script. 18 lines per column. Carved wooden
roller (non-original).

Ownership inscription in Ladino on verso of scroll
(slightly blurred), attesting that the scroll belongs
to "Chaim Nissim known as Bechor Algra[nati]" -
R. Nissim Chaim Bechor Algranati, a leading Torah
scholar of Izmir. A teacher and colleague of R.
Chaim Palachi Rabbi of Izmir, who mentioned him
extensively in his books, and held his opinion in high
regard - see enclosed material.

Parchment height: 14 cm. Maximum height including
roller: approx. 34 cm. Good condition. Stains and
creases.

Opening price: $500
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7. Esther Scroll - Hungary

Parchment Esther scroll. [Hungary, 19th/20th century].

Neat Ashkenazic script. The back of the parchment was treated with varnish. On
a carved wooden roller.

Parchment scroll. 30 lines per column. Parchment height: 22 cm. Maximum height
of wooden roller: 50 cm. Good-fair condition. Stains and creases. Tiny pinholes to
edges of first membrane (presumably from fabric backing, which was sewn on and
later removed).

Opening price: $300
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10. Chassidic Esther Scroll - Eastern Europe

Parchment Esther scroll. [Eastern Europe, 20th century].

Chassidic-Ashkenazic script. The first membrane is backed with fabric. On carved
wooden roller.

Parchment scroll. 32 lines per column. Parchment height: 26 cm. Fair-good
condition. Maximum height of wooden roller: 46 cm. Stains and wear. Dampstains
and ink fading to first membrane. Tears and damage to fabric backing.

Opening price: $300
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9. Esther Scroll in Chassidic-Arizal Script -
Eastern Europe, 19th Century

Esther scroll. [Eastern Europe, ca. 19th century].

Ink on parchment. Neat and mehudar Stam script.
Arizal script (Ashkenazic-Chassidic). 38 lines per
column.

Parchment height: approx. 45 cm. Fair condition. Ink
fading. Natural holes in parchment (present prior to
writing). Stains and creases.

Opening price: $300
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13. Esther Scroll - Iraq or Eretz Israel

Parchment Esther scroll. [Iraq or Eretz Israel, 20th
century].

On carved wooden roller.

Parchment scroll. 13 lines per column. Parchment
height: 14 cm. Maximum height of wooden roller: 34
cm. Fair condition. Stains, wear and creases.

Opening price: $200
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12. Esther Scroll - Iraq

Parchment Esther scroll. [Iraq, ca. early 20th century].
Fine "HaMelech" scroll (most columns begin with the
word "HaMelech"). On carved wooden roller.
Parchment scroll. 17 lines per column. Parchment
height: 15 cm. Maximum height of wooden roller: 43
cm. Good-fair condition. Stains, creases and wear.

Opening price: $300
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11. Esther Scroll - Turkey, 19th Century

Parchment Esther scroll. [Turkey, 19th century].
Neat Sephardic script, with tagim. Miniature
calligraphic elements above the columns. First
membrane replaced. On carved wooden roller.
Parchment scroll. 18 lines per column. Parchment
height: 13 cm. Maximum height of wooden roller:
32.5 cm. Overall good-fair condition. Stains and
wear.

Opening price: $200
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14. Two Esther Scrolls - Sephardic Script

Two Esther scrolls in Sephardic script. [Eretz Israel, ca. 20th century].

First scroll: Iraqi-style Stam script. 19 lines per column. Ink on thick parchment.
Parchment height: 24.5 cm. Good condition. A few stains and creases. A few tears.
Without roller.

Second scroll: Sephardic Stam script. 28 lines per column. Ink on light-colored
parchment (possibly coated parchment).

Parchment height: 20 cm. Very good condition. Without roller.

Opening price: $300
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15. Parchment Esther Scroll - With Dozens of
Naive Illustrations

Ilustrated Esther scroll. [Eretz Israel, ca. first half of
the 20th century].

Ink on thin parchment. Sephardic Stam script
(unskilled). 23 columns. With dozens of naive
illustrations, in watercolor (and other media),
depicting various scenes form the Megillah narrative
and the history of the Jewish people. The illustrations
were added after the Megillah was penned, above
and below the columns, in the intercolumnar spaces
and in the column describing the hanging of the ten
sons of Haman.

Parchment height: approx. 24.5 cm. Good-fair
condition. Tears and wear. Stains.

Opening price: $300
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17. Esther Scroll in a Silver Case - Second Half of the 20th Century

Esther scroll in large silver case. [Unknown origin, second half of the 20th century?].
Silver (marked Sterling 925) turned, embossed, etched and soldered.

Inexpert hand [Eretz Israel, 20th century]. The sheets are glued together rather that
sewn (as required by Halacha).

Silver case with a plain, conical handle. Applied band with grapevine, leaf and
grape cluster motif to middle. Narrower bands with a repetitive wave motif
applied to both ends, the same motif appearing on the pull piece as well.

Length (including handle): Approx. 42 cm. Good condition. Minor bends. Light
stains.

Opening price: $300

16. Esther Scroll in a Silver Case Set with
Gemstones - Israel, Mid-20th Century

Esther scroll in a silver case set with coral and ruby
oval cabochons [Israel, ca. 1950s-70s].

Ink on parchment; silver (marked), gemstones and
gilt.

Coated parchment [Eretz Israel, 20th century],
inexpert hand. Written on one long membrane.
Silver case with a plain, conical handle. Cylindrical
body, set with an oval coral cabochon and a smaller
rhinestone in a gilt crown-shaped frame. Flower-
shaped finial set with a ruby cabochon. Gilt top,
bottom and pull piece.

Length (including handle): 23 cm. Good condition.
Worn gilding.

Opening price: $300
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Bibles and Tehillim
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day we have printed twenty-five tractates of the
Talmud and twelve sections of the Rav Alfas book".

This volume belonged to a Christian scholar
who annotated it with lengthy glosses and many
inscriptions in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, including
lengthy inscriptions on the divisional title pages.
In many places, he added the verse numbers. On
the last page, following the colophon, and on the
blank leaves at the end of the book are lengthy Latin
inscriptions, with tables of the alphabet in various
languages, numerical values of the Hebrew letters, the
names of the Hebrew months and the corresponding
months in the Christian calendar, and more. A French
ownership inscription, recording the presentation of

18a

the book to the writer's son by his brother-in-law the
priest, in 1762, is followed by an additional inscription
documenting the finding of the book in the Froideville
castle, and it being bound in its present binding.
Signatures at the beginning of the volume: "Model son
of Mr. Kashel Segal", "Model Segal".

277-528, [1] leaves. Leaf 407 bound after leaf 408,
and leaf 413 after leaf 414. 21 cm. Condition varies.
Most leaves in good condition, several leaves in fair
condition. Dark stains, wear and tears to several
leaves. Early leather binding, damaged.

Opening price: $1500
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18. Neviim Acharonim and Ketuvim - Venice,
1521

Neviim Acharonim and Ketuvim. Venice: Daniel
Bomberg, [1521].

Part of a Bible edition, identical to the previous edition
published by Bomberg, in 1517, with the exception of
the book of Tehillim, which in this edition was printed
in a different layout: two narrow columns per page.
Divisional title pages. This volume contains the title
pages: "Arbaa Neviim Acharonim" and "Ketuvim".
Colophon on the last leaf: "Printed a second time
with much scrutiny by the brothers, sons of Baruch
Adelkind, in the month of Elul, 1521, for Daniel
Bomberg and in his printing press". The colophon
further mentions the Bomberg Talmud edition and
the Rif edition being published at that time: "Likewise,
may G-d grant us the merit of completing the entire
Talmud and the large book of Alfasi, in accordance
with the wishes of our master Daniel, for until this
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19. Five Books of the Torah and Five Megillot -
With the Commentary of Rabbi Yitzchak Aboab
- Venice, 1548 - Early Wooden Binding - Lacking
Year-Round Haftarot - Signatures and Glosses

Five books of the Torah, with Targum Onkelos, the
Rashi commentary, Ramban, supercommentary by
R. Yitzchak Aboab to the Ramban; Five Megillot with
Targum and the Rashi commentary. [Venice: Daniel
Bomberg, 1548].

Large format. First edition of R. Yitzchak Aboab's
commentary printed together with the Torah and
Ramban (the commentary was first published on its
own in 1525).

Early signatures on the title page, leaf 2 and p. 343b:
"I, Joslen son of Meir", "Aharon May Segal, 1818",
"Meir son of Shlomo Moshe", "So says Meir son
of R. Shmuel Groinem Segal of Pinchov in 1699,
teacher in Weikersheim", "This Chumash belongs
to the distinguished... R. Yehuda of Weikersheim...
14th Shevat 1732, I, Itzek Auch, was a teacher in this
community, under the distinguished Mr. Elchanan,
son-in-law of the community leader Mr. Meir from
this community", and more.

The Chumash contains several glosses from various
writers.

343, 345-[382] leaves. Lacking: leaf 344 - originally
a blank leaf, and final 6-26 leaves of year-round
Haftarot. 30.5 cm. Overall fair condition. Numerous
stains, including some dark stains. Wear to several
leaves. Title page with damage, tears and losses
(affecting text and border), remounted (early) and
bound with the book. Other leaves with dark stains,
significant wear and large tears affecting text with
loss, repaired with paper. Several leaves trimmed,
with damage to text of R. Yitzchak Aboab's marginal
commentary. First leaves and gatherings detached.
Early leather and wooden binding, damaged, mostly
detached, with clasp remnants, without spine.

Opening price: $800
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20. Five Books of the Torah and Five Megillot - With the Commentary of Rabbi Yitzchak Aboab - Venice, 1548 - Lacking Title Page and Other Leaves -

Signatures

Five Books of the Torah, with Targum Onkelos, the
Rashi commentary, Ramban, supercommentary
by R. Yitzchak Aboab to the Ramban; Five Megillot
with Targum, the Rashi commentary, and order
of Haftarot for the whole year. [Venice: Daniel
Bomberg, 1548].

Large format. First edition of R. Yitzchak Aboab's
commentary printed together with the Torah and
Ramban (the commentary was first published on its
own in 1525).

Colophon at the end of the Torah part, on p. 343b:
"And the work was completed at the end of Adar

o5 7N

1548, by... Cornelio Adelkind HaLevi".

Divisional title page for the section of year-round
Haftarot according to Sephardi and Ashkenazi rite.
Ownership inscription on p. 224a (trimmed): "I,
Yaakov Chazan, who was in the community of...
in Slutsk... Lithuania... in the year [1651]". Another
inscription on p. 373a.

Incomplete copy. 4-9, 11-14, 16-343, 345-[382]; 25
leaves. Lacking 7 leaves: First 3 leaves (including
title page, replaced in photocopy), leaves 10 and 15
of first sequence (with handwritten replacement),
leaf [344] - originally a blank leaf between Torah and

the Five Megillot, and final leaf, with the names of
cantillation marks. 31 cm. Thick paper. Overall fair
condition. Stains and wear. Some leaves very stained.
Tears to some leaves, affecting text, repaired with
paper. Worming to several leaves. Leaves trimmed,
affecting edge of text and page headings on several
leaves. New binding. Bookplate and library labels.

Opening price: $1000
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21. Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim - Printed by
Menasseh ben Israel - Amsterdam, 1631-1635

Five Books of the Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim.
Amsterdam: Menasseh ben Israel, [1631-1635].
Separate title pages for Neviim Rishonim, Neviim
Acharonim and Ketuvim.

Four parts in one volume. Torah and Five Megillot:
[1], 144 leaves. Neviim Rishonim: [145]-254 leaves.
Neviim Acharonim: [255]-369 leaves. Lacking the
blank leaf originally bound after leaf 369. Ketuvim:
124, [2] leaves. 21.5 cm. Good-fair condition. Stains.
Dampstains. Approx. 30 loose leaves at the beginning
of the book, some detached (including title page), with
marginal creases, minor tears and wear, not affecting
text (these leaves were presumably left untrimmed
at time of printing). Worming. Several leaves with
worming affecting text. Original leather and wood
binding, with clasp remnants. Damage to binding.
With [2] leaves at the end - table of Haftarot for the
whole year according to all the customs, included in
some copies only.

Opening price: $1200

22. Bible - Printed by Menasseh ben Israel - Amsterdam, 1638

Five Books of the Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim.
Amsterdam: R. Menasseh ben Israel, [1638] (the title
page mistakenly states "1639"). A "table of Haftarot
for the year-round according to all customs" was
printed at the end of the volume.

All 24 books of the Bible, with vocalization and
cantillation marks. "Exceptionally accurate, with
the spellings for both reading and writing, spacing
between sections and exact spelling of words as
required in a Torah scroll". One of the only Bible
editions of that time published by Jews, in holiness.
Two columns per page. This special format is
suitable for performing the Goral HaGra, following
the tradition transmitted to R. Aryeh Levine by the
disciples of the Gaon of Vilna's disciples.

Old Latin inscriptions at the beginning of each of the
24 books.

112; 144, 144-166; 94, [4] leaves. Misfoliated. 15 cm.
Good condition. Dampstains. Minor wear. Early
leather binding, with leather repairs to spine.

The Hebrew and Gregorian dates on the title page
do not correspond - the Hebrew chronogram
indicates 1638, while the Gregorian year stated is
1639. However, the colophon at the end of the book
clearly dates the completion of the book in the month
of Sivan, Parashat Bamidbar, 1638.

Opening price: $800
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23. Five Books of the Torah and Haftarot
- Spanish - Amsterdam, 1643 - Edition for
Descendants of Marranos

Humas de Parasioth y Aftharoth / traduzido palabra
por palabra de la verdad hebraica en espafiol (Five
Books of the Torah and Haftarot, translated to Spanish).
Amsterdam: Immanuel Benveniste, 1643. Spanish.
This edition was issued for the benefit of descendants
of Marranos, and was edited by R. Menasseh ben
Israel.

Separate title page for the Sephardi-rite Haftarot.
249, [2], 82 leaves. Significant misfoliation. 16 cm.
Gilt edges. Good condition. Stains. Dampstains to
some leaves. Early leather binding. Minor damage to
binding.

Opening price: $1000
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25. Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim - Amsterdam, 1666-1667

Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim, with foreword and comments in Latin / Biblia
Hebraica accuratissima, notis Hebraicis et Lemmatibus Latinis illustrata, edited by
Johann Leusden. Amsterdam: Joseph Athias, [1666-1667].

The second edition of the Bible edited by Johann Leusden.

Fine, engraved title page. Illustrated divisional title pages for Neviim Rishonim,
Neviim Acharonim and Ketuvim.

[2] leaves at the end of the volume, with the table of Haftarot according to the rites
of all the communities.

Approbations by the rabbis of Amsterdam, including R. Yitzchak Aboab (the
third) da Fonseca (R. Yitzchak Aboab was one of the signatories on the ban
excommunicating Baruch Spinoza in 1656).

Marginal glosses and emendations in Latin on some leaves.

[19], 178; 155, [156]-316, [317]-508, [2] leaves. 20.5 cm. Good condition. Stains. Ink
stains to title page and front endpaper. Minor marginal tears and damage to title
page and first leaves. Handwritten inscription on endpapers. New leather binding.

Opening price: $400

24. Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim - Amsterdam, 1659-1661 - Accurate Edition
of the Bible

Bible - Five Books of the Torah, Neviim Rishonim, Neviim Acharonim and
Ketuvim. Amsterdam: Joseph Athias, [1659-1661].

The first edition of the Bible edited by Johann Leusden. He also authored the Latin
foreword, which follows the Hebrew foreword by the proofreaders. This edition
was proofread and corrected compared to previous editions, and was considered
for many years the most accurate edition of the Bible.

In the Hebrew foreword, the proofreaders boast that although some may mock
their assurance that the book is free of mistakes, they guarantee it and are prepared
to put the book to test.

Four parts in one volume. Fine, engraved general title page, depicting Biblical
scenes, as well as a general Latin title page. Engraved divisional title page for each
of the three other parts.

[9], 234; 180; 175, 180-190; 198 leaves. Leaves 159-166 of second sequence bound in
wrong order. 18 cm. Fine, watercolor endpapers. Gilt edges. Most leaves in good
condition. Stains. Dark dampstains to first and final leaves. Wear to some leaves.
Minor damage to several leaves. Tear to title page slightly affecting illustration
(without loss), repaired with paper on verso. Tear to another leaf, without
loss. Margins trimmed, slightly affecting text on several leaves. Handwritten
inscriptions on endpapers. New binding, with metal clasps.

Opening price: $500
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26. First Bible Printed in Yiddish - Amsterdam, 1676-1679

Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim translated to Yiddish
by R. Yekutiel son of Yitzchak Blitz, with Toaliyot
HaRalbag to Torah and Neviim Rishonim by R. Levi
son of Gershon (Ralbag). Amsterdam: Uri Phoebus
HaLevi, [1676-1679].

Five title pages: Torah, Megillot, Neviim Rishonim,
Neviim Achronim and Ketuvim, with an additional
engraved title page. Approbations of the rabbis of
the Council of Four Lands, and the Sephardi and
Ashkenazi rabbis of Amsterdam. The book begins
with leaves of "approbation and privilegium" -
special permission granted by the King of Poland for
this printing, in Yiddish and in Latin.

The second title page bears an ownership inscription
recording the acquisition of the book from an
apostate: "Yeshaya son of Alexander Shmuel, I
bought it in Munich for 45 kreutzer - from the
apostate Franz - Wednesday, 28th Iyar 1719". Below
is another inscription: "This belongs to... R. Yeshaya
son of Alexander Shmuel, I bought it here in Munich
for 45 Rhenish kreutzer, I therefore sign my name

Yokev son of R. Meir Markbreit in 1731".

[7], 63, [1], 64-75, 77-138, 140-256, [2], 18 leaves.
Misfoliation (no lacking leaves). Includes leaf with
table of Haftarot and "corrector's apologia”, not
included in other copies. 31 cm. Fair-poor condition.
Stains. Dampstains. Extensive worming, affecting
text. Tears, wear and extensive worming to engraved
title page and first leaves. Detached leaves and
gatherings. Without binding.

Various dates appear on the title pages: 1676, 1678
and 1679. The approbations are dated 1671-1677.
Two different editions of the Bible translated to
Yiddish were printed concurrently in Amsterdam
in those days (see next item), considered to be the
first Yiddish Bible editions. For further information
regarding the controversy surrounding this
printing, see: A.M. Habermann, Perakim BeToldot
HaMadpisim Halvriim, pp. 300-310.

Opening price: $300
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27. Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim, in Yiddish - Amsterdam, 1686

Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim, "translated from the Holy
Tongue, and written in Yiddish", Yiddish translation
of the Bible, based on the following commentaries:
Rashi, ibn Ezra, Radak, R. Saadya Gaon, Ralbag and
others. Amsterdam: Joseph Athias, [1686].

Translated by R. Yosef son of Alexander Witzenhausen.
Additional elaborate, engraved title page, the center
of which is occupied by the coat of arms of the Dutch
Republic, flanked by the figures of Moshe and King
David. Biblical scenes unfold at the top and bottom
of the page.

Approbations of the rabbis of the Vaad Arba HaAratzot
(Council of Four Lands) on leaf [4]. One was signed at
the Yaroslav (Jarostaw) fair in 1677, and the other at
the Lublin fair in 1678. The approbations acclaim the
printer "Joseph Athias son of the holy Abraham Athias
who was burnt at stake in Spain", for the excellent
printing press he established "and he improved upon
what was already before him, to accord grandeur and
glory to the Torah, with beautiful paper and ink, and
by attaching crowns to the letters...".

Ownership inscriptions on the engraved title page:
"Iserl Misselfeld, received as a wedding gift from my
uncle Leizer Forchheim"; "He received it from my
late father Chaim Misselfeld...".

[6], 79, 150 leaves. 30.5 cm. Condition varies. Title
page and first leaves in fair to fair-poor condition,

with many stains, wear and worming affecting text.
Marginal paper repairs to both title pages, slightly
affecting text of second title page. Most other leaves
in good condition. Minor stains and worming.
Leaves trimmed, affecting printed marginal notes.
Stamp on final leaf. Old binding, with leather spine.
Damage to binding.

Joseph Athias presumably began printing the book
around the year 1677 (the approbations from the
Vaad Arba HaAratzot and the ban against printing
this translation for sixteen years following the
printing of the book are dated 1677 and 1678).
However, another translation of the Bible was printed
concurrently in Amsterdam by Uri Phoebus HaLevi,
in 1676-1679 (see previous item), leading to a dispute
between the printers, each one accusing the other
of copyright infringement. This dispute between
the two printers is mentioned in rhyming verses in
the center of the second title page, as well as in the
"translator's apologia" at the beginning of the book.
Regarding the controversy between the printers
surrounding this edition, see: A. M. Habermann,
Perakim BeToldot HaMadpisim Halvriim, pp. 300-
310. These two translations are considered the first
Yiddish translations of the Bible.

Opening price: $400
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28. Tehillim and Seder Maamadot by the Shelah - Amsterdam, 1740-1742 - First Edition of Seder

Maamadot with Additions by the Shelah

Tehillim, divided for the days of the week and the
days of the month, with two commentaries, one
concise and one lengthy. Amsterdam: Proops, [1740].
Bound with: Seder Maamadot, arranged for the days
of the week, by R. Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz - the
Shelah. Amsterdam: Proops, [1742].

Book of Tehillim, with a fine illustrated title page.
Small format, "in a small volume, for ease of travel,
with most beautiful letters, paper and ink" (as
printed on the title page). Both commentaries were
first printed with Siddur Shaar HaShamayim of the
Shelah (Amsterdam, 1717), edited by the Shelah's
great-grandson, R. Avraham Horowitz. The book
opens with instructions for reciting psalms, by R.
Avraham Horowitz.

The lengthy commentary is by R. Moshe son of
Yisrael de Mercado, out of his Commentary to
Kohelet and Tehillim (Amsterdam, 1653), and was
reprinted in the 1717 edition with changes (see: R.
Yitzchak Yeshaya Weiss, The Editions of Siddur
HaShelah and the Commentaries Therein, Tzefunot,

XVIL, 1993, pp. 28-31). The concise commentary was
possibly composed by R. Avraham Horowitz.

This Tehillim is bound with Seder Maamadot,
arranged by the Shelah, as stated on the title page,
with a commentary (by R. Avraham Saraval). The
foreword on verso of the title page states that the
printer of the first edition (appended to Siddur Shaar
HaShamayim, Amsterdam, 1717) was not able to
print the Maamadot with the additions of the Shelah,
which are integrated in this edition for the first time.
Proops' printer's mark appears at the beginning of
both books.

Two books bound together. 152; 60 leaves. 15.5 cm.
Tehillim in good condition. Stains. Marginal tear to
one leaf, slightly affecting text. Stamp on title page.
Seder Maamadot in fair-good condition. Stains. Dark
stains to margins of many leaves, affecting text. New
binding.

Opening price: $300
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29. Tehillim with the Chazeh Tzion
Commentary, by Kabbalist Rabbi Immanuel
Chai Ricchi - Livorno, 1742-1743 - Author Killed
Sanctifying G-d's Name in the Course of the
Printing

Chazeh Tzion, Tehillim with multifaceted (Pardes)
commentary, by Kabbalist R. Immanuel Chai Ricchi,
author of Mishnat Chassidim. Livorno, [1742-1743].
First edition.

In the course of the printing of this book, the author
was murdered in sanctification of G-d's Name. On
the title page, his name appears as among the living,
however, at the end of the book, the author's son tells
of his murder. A lamentation for him, by R. Shlomo
Yosef son of R. Natan Carpi, was also added to the
book.

R. Immanuel Chai Ricchi (1688-1743) was a leading
Italian kabbalist, author of Mishnat Chassidim and
other compositions. He traversed many countries,
reached Eretz Israel and established a yeshiva
in Jerusalem (one of the students of this yeshiva
was the Or HaChaim). In 1742, he visited Italian
communities to collect funds for his yeshiva. At that
time, he began printing this book in Livorno. On
Rosh Chodesh Adar 1743, on his way from Modena
to Bologna, foreign soldiers arrested him and tried to
force him to eat pork. Upon his adamant refusal, they
strangled him to death with his tefillin straps and
looted all the charity funds which he had collected.
His cousin, R. Immanuel son of R. Yitzchak Ben
Tzion Ricchi, writes in his lamentation: "His blood
was spilled because he did not want to defile his pure
soul". R. Yaakov Londin writes about the murder of
R. Immanuel Ricchi in his introduction to the book
Shiva Einayim (Livorno, 1745): "He was murdered in
sanctification of G-d's Name on the same day that I
returned on that route... He was captured by three
soldiers, who spilled his blood and looted him of a
great sum of money, for the sake of G-d's holy Name
not to defile himself with their food, to put pork into
his mouth...".

29

At the beginning of the book is a long autobiography
of the author, including descriptions concerning his
compositions, wanderings and experiences. In his
epilogue to the book, the author's son, R. Avraham
Shmuel Ricchi, provides further details about
the author and describes his murder: "Upon his
departure from Modena to travel through Bologna...
he met wicked evildoers... with swords girding their
loins... and they looted him and attacked him...".
He then describes how the Jews of Modena gave
R. Immanuel a Jewish burial, after being informed

of his murder: "I will not be ungrateful... to the
residents of Modena... for they respected him in
his death, and immediately upon hearing the bad
tidings, the city notables took to travel... They
removed him from his grave on the river bank and
brought him to the Jewish graveyard in Cento...". At
the end of his epilogue, R. Avraham Shmuel copies
an unnerving notation found in R. Immanuel's
personal siddur, written in his own handwriting - a
documentation of a dream he had in which he was
informed that he is the soul of Rabbi Yehuda ben
Bava, one of the ten martyrs, and that he would die
in sanctification of G-d's Name: "I hereby write the
dream letter by letter, word for word, as it appears
in his handwriting in his siddur... A memoir, that
in Jerusalem in the year 1740, I dreamt... one night,
I and another person were being killed sanctifying
G-d's Name, and afterward, that same year on Friday
night... I was told in a dream that the soul of my
son... is the soul of a Tanna... and I inquired about
myself... They told me, 'And you are R. Yehuda ben
Bava'...".

Interestingly, the author concludes this composition
in the last lines of his commentary with the topic of
the ten martyrs, with specific mention of R. Yehuda
ben Bava.

In the center of the title page: the crest of the author's
family, featuring a lion holding a stalk of wheat in its
mouth and a Hebrew inscription.

138, [2] leaves. 32 cm. Most leaves are in good
condition. Stains. Minor wear and signs of usage
to first and last leaves. Marginal tears to title page
and several other leaves, almost without loss. New
binding.

Opening price: $300
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Mishnayot, Talmud and Rav Alfas
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30. Mishnayot Orders Zera'im and Taharot
with the Commentaries of the Rambam and the
Rash of Sens - From the First Talmud Edition of
Daniel Bomberg - Venice, 1522

Mishnayot Order Zera'im - with the commentaries
of the Rambam and Rabbenu Shimshon (the Rash)
of Sens, and Mishnayot Order Taharot - with the
commentary of the Rash. Venice, 1522. Two parts (in
one volume), from the first Talmud edition published
by Daniel Bomberg.

In Bomberg's Talmud edition, Order Taharot was
printed in two parts. One with the commentary
of the Rambam, and one with the commentary of
the Rash of Sens (there are significant differences
between the two parts, see: R. N.N. Rabinowitz,
Maamar al Hadpasat HaTalmud, Jerusalem 1952, pp.
41-42). This volume contains Order Taharot with the
commentary of the Rash of Sens only.

Signature in early Italian-Ashkenazic script on the
title page: "Eliezer Yitzchak HaKohen", and in Italian:
"Lazaro Isac Sacerdote". Another handwritten
inscription on p. 2a of Order Zera'im: "That which
G-d granted his servant, Eliezer Yitzchak HaKohen
of Palestro”. The endpapers contain additional
Italian inscriptions of the Palestro family of Kohanim
(Sacerdote Palestro).

At the beginning of Order Taharot, ownership
inscriptions (partially faded): "Acquisition of my
money, Yitzchak son of R... Refael... of Porto"; "I
attest Yitzchak son of R... Refael of Ventura from
Porto, that I gave this book - Order Taharot... to
the wise R. Avraham Yagel from Mo[nselice?], in
exchange for other books...".

Several glosses. Lengthy gloss on p. 33b of Seder
Zera'im.

Two parts in one volume. Order Zera'im: 86 leaves.
Lacking 6 leaves with the preface of the Rambam to
Order Zera'im and the foreword of the translator.
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Order Taharot: [112] leaves. Lacking title page. [4]
blank leaves between the two parts (original). 36 cm.
Fair condition. Stains. Wear to some leaves. Stains
and traces of past dampness (severe dampstains to
some leaves). Worming. Detached leaves. Censor's
deletions in a few places, and censorship stamps at
beginning and end of volume. Old leather binding,
damaged and detached, with torn spine.

Stefansky Classics, no. 41.

Opening price: $5000
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31. Collection of Leaves from Rare Talmud
Editions - Leaves Printed by Gershom Soncino
in Pesaro

Collection of leaves from rare Talmud editions,
including over ten leaves from the Talmud printed
by Gershom Soncino in Pesaro, ca. 1510.

« Two leaves from the "Lo Yachpor" chapter, Tractate
Bava Batra. [Pesaro]. « Seven leaves from the "Mi
SheMet" chapter, Tractate Bava Batra. [Pesaro].
« Leaf from the "HaShutafin" chapter, Tractate
Bava Batra. [Pesaro]. « Leaf from the "Kol HaBasar"
chapter, Tractate Chullin. [Pesaro]. « Leaf from the
"Gid HaNasheh" chapter, Tractate Chullin. [Pesaro].
« Three leaf fragments from Tractates Shabbat,
Ketubot and Bava Metzia. [Pesaro]. « Leaf from the
"Arbaa Avot" chapter, Tractate Bava Kama. [Salonika,
15607?]. « Several leaves from editions which were not
identified with certainty [presumably Salonika, 16th-
18th centuries].

Approx. 20 leaves and leaf fragments. Size and
condition vary. Some leaves from Pesaro edition,
complete and in good condition.

Opening price: $400
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32. Babylonian Talmud - Amsterdam, 1644-1648 - Incomplete Set

Babylonian Talmud with the commentaries.
Amsterdam: Immanuel Benveniste, [1644-1648].

» Twenty-one volumes in matching bindings. Some
volumes contain several tractates. The set comprises
the following tractates: Berachot and Order Zera'im,
Shabbat, Eruvin, Yoma, Sukkah, Taanit, Megillah,
Mo'ed Katan, Chagigah, Shekalim, Yevamot, Ketubot,
Nedarim, Sota, Nazir, Gittin, Bava Kama, Bava Batra,
Avoda Zara, Horayot, Eduyot, Zevachim, Chullin,
Bechorot, Arachin, Me'ilah, Keritot, Temurah,
Niddah and Taharot. Lacking tractates Pesachim,
Rosh Hashanah, Beitza, Kiddushin, Bava Metzia,
Sanhedrin, Makkot, Shevuot and Menachot.

« Two additional volumes in different bindings,
containing duplicate copies of tractates Eruvin,
Mo'ed Katan, Taanit, Megillah and Yevamot. One
volume also contains tractate Kiddushin, which is
not found in the above set.

Handwritten glosses and inscriptions on several
leaves of some volumes, by various writers. Two
lengthy glosses in Italian-Sephardic script in
Tractate Avoda Zara, by an unidentified writer. One
gloss concludes: "[and in] my composition Kinyan
Avraham, I discussed this at length". The glosses are
trimmed.

32b
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21 volumes in matching bindings + 2 volumes
in different bindings. 21 volumes - Berachot and
Order Zera'im: 92; 86 leaves. Shabbat: 186, 189-196
leaves. Eruvin: 128, 133-135 leaves. Yoma: 17, 20-
27, 29-96 leaves. Lacking leaves 18-19, 28. Sukkah:
70 leaves. Taanit, Megillah, Mo'ed Katan: 40; 40; 44,
44-48 leaves. Chagigah, Shekalim: 27, [3] (one blank
leaf); 11 leaves. Yevamot: 148 leaves. Ketubot: 39,
41-156 leaves Lacking leaf 40. Leaves bound out of
sequence. Nedarim: 119 leaves. Sotah, Nazir: 52;
66, 69-72 leaves. Gittin: 118 leaves. Bava Kama: 148
leaves. Bava Batra: 222 leaves. Avoda Zara, Horayot,
Eduyot: 96; 16; 17-32 leaves. Zevachim: 152 leaves.
Chullin: 180 leaves. Bechorot: 68 leaves. Arachin,
Me'ilah, Keritot, Temurah: 34; [35]-72; [73]-100; [101]-
134 leaves. Niddah: 88 leaves. Taharot: 163 leaves. 2
additional volumes: Mo'ed Katan, Taanit, Megillah,
Eruvin: 43; 40; 40; 128, 133-135 leaves. Lacking leaves
44-48 of the Rosh on Tractate Mo'ed Katan. Yevamot,
Kiddushin: 5-148; 44, 46-47, 49-53, 58-59, 61-96, 98-
99 leaves. Lacking leaves 1-4 of Yevamot. Lacking
leaves 45, 48, 54-57, 60 and 97 of Kiddushin, supplied
from other Talmud editions. 24.5-26 cm. Condition
varies. Some volumes with darkened leaves.
Several volumes in good-fair to good condition.
Most volumes in fair condition. Stains and wear.
Dampstains and traces of past dampness. Large
tears, affecting text (also affecting some title pages),
repaired with paper in some places. Worming in
various places. Leaves trimmed, affecting text. Most
volumes in old, matching bindings. Two volumes in
dissimilar old bindings, with significant damage and
worming.

Regarding this Talmud edition, see: R. N.N.
Rabinowitz, Maamar al Hadpasat HaTalmud,
Jerusalem 1952, pp. 93-95.

Opening price: $1000
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censorship restrictions, including over half a page
on folio 38a, and lengthy passages on other leaves.
In this copy, most of the censored passages were
replaced in handwriting (in square script and semi-
cursive script).

[153] leaves. Lacking title page. 18 cm. Fair condition.
Stains and wear. Several leaves with tears, damage,
worming and margins trimmed on text border, with
occasional damage to text. Several detached leaves.
Early leather binding, damaged.

The Bibliography of the Hebrew Book lists an
incomplete copy, lacking at the end. The NLI copy is
lacking in the middle and at the end.

« Babylonian Talmud, Tractates Sanhedrin, Shevuot,
Makkot, Eduyot, Minor Tractates and Avot. Berlin
and Frankfurt an der Oder, [1737].

33a

On folio 43a, a lengthy passage about Yeshu (Jesus)
was omitted due to censorship. In this copy, the
passage was replaced in handwriting. Omitted
passages on other leaves were also replaced in
handwriting.

4-98, 101-104, 99-100, 105-113, 21; 50, 10, 4; [1], 24,
5, [1]; 14, 15, 17-26, 8; 9; 5 leaves. Leaves bound
out of sequence (leaves 101-104 bound after leaf
98). Lacking four leaves at beginning of Tractate
Sanhedrin and leaf 16 of Tractate Soferim. 34 cm.
Fair-poor condition. Stains, worming, tears and
extensive wear, affecting text in several places.
Dampstains and traces of past dampness, with mold
on several leaves. Detached leaves and gatherings.
Without binding.

Opening price: $800
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33. Two Talmud Volumes, with Handwritten
Replacement of Censorship Omissions

Two Talmud volumes, in which the passages omitted
in printing due to censorship restrictions were
completed by hand:

« Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Bava Kama. [Berlin,
1727].

Small format. Each leaf corresponds with one page
of the regular Talmud editions. This tractate was
printed on its own, and is not part of a complete
Talmud edition.

Chiddushei Halachot by the Maharsha was printed
at the end of the volume. Torah Or, Ein Mishpat and
Masoret HaShas were integrated in the text of the
Talmud, in smaller typeface.

Passages were omitted in this edition due to
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34. Hilchot Rav Alfas - Parts of Orders Nashim and Nezikin - Venice, 1552 - Early Handwritten Glosses

Hilchot Rav Alfas, Order Nashim - Tractates Gittin,
Kiddushin, with Tractate Chullin; and Order Nezikin
- Tractates Bava Batra, Sanhedrin, Makkot, Shevuot
and Avoda Zara, with Piskei Rav Mordechai and
Tosefta. [Venice: Alvise Bragadin, 1552]. First edition
with the additions of R. Yehoshua Boaz the Shiltei
HaGiborim. Two volumes.

Early glosses from several writers in both volumes,
some in Sephardic script and others in Italian script.
Owner's signature (faded) within the decorative
frame surrounding the initial word of Tractate Bava
Batra, on the first leaf of the Nezikin volume: "Yosef
David son of Yaakov Bassani" (a rabbi in Ferrara).
Two volumes. Vol. I, from Order Nashim: 554-778
leaves (originally: [1], 402-778, [1], 64-93 leaves. The
presentvolume comprises Tractates Gittin, Kiddushin
and Chullin, without the other tractates of Order

Nashim, and without Sefer HaMaor and Milchamot
Hashem usually printed at the end of the volume).
Vol. II, from Order Nezikin: 155-383, 385-392; 20
leaves. Lacking leaf 384 (beginning of the Mordechai
commentary. Originally: 392, 20 leaves. Without
leaves 1-154, with the other tractates of Order
Nezikin). 40.5-41.5 cm. High-quality paper. Fair
condition. Stains and wear. Dampstains. Worming
to inner margins of some leaves, and in other places.
Large tears to several leaves in both volumes, some
repaired with paper, affecting text with some loss.
Most of leaf 297 in vol. II, lacking. Censor's deletions
to several leaves, causing tears and loss of text due to
ink erosion. Censor's signatures. Old bindings.
Stefansky Classics, no. 140.

Opening price: $400
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35. Hilchot Rav Alfas - Riva di Trento, 1559 - Two Volumes - Many Glosses from the Period Following the Burning of the Talmud

Hilchot Rav Alfas, on Order Nashim, Order Nezikin
and Tractate Chulin, including Halachot Ketanot,
with Rashi, the Ran and Nimukei Yosef. Riva di
Trento: [Antonio Bruin, 1559]. Two volumes.

Both volumes contain hundreds of lengthy glosses
in Italian script (by several writers), from the time
of printing [second half of the 16th century]. In
those times, a decree banning Torah books was in
effect in Italy, having begun with the burning of
the Talmud in Rome on Rosh Hashanah 1553. Jews
were prohibited from owning, studying and printing
the Talmud, yet the books of the Rif were allowed.
Therefore, the primary texts studied by Italian Torah
scholars in those years were the books of the Rif, on
which they attempted to reconstruct the words of
the Talmudic sages, based on the teachings in the
books of Rishonim and other sources (regarding the
decree on Torah books in Italy, see: Introduction to
Chiddushei R. Moshe Cases, Machon Yerushalayim,
1988; A. Yaari, Serefat HaTalmud Beltalia; M.
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Benayahu, HaDfus Halvri BeCremona; and others).
These glosses contain many passages from the
Talmud, Rashi and Tosafot, quotations from the
teachings of the Rishonim (such as the Ramban,
Rashba and Rosh) and from other works, together
with the writers' original thoughts. Many of the
glosses are trimmed.

This edition originally comprised three volumes. The
present volumes are the second and third.

Halachot Ketanot was bound at the end of the
volume on Order Nashim, leaves 853-872. These
leaves were originally bound in the first volume of
Hilchot Raf Alfas, on Tractate Berachot and Order
Moed (not included here). This section is followed
by 21 leaves with a separate title page: "Novellae of
Rabbenu Nissim, with a table of all the laws". Riva
di Trento, 1558. An abridgment of the Ran's novellae
in his commentary to the Rif, compiled by R. Yosef
Ottolengo.

Vol. I (Order Nashim and Tractate Chulin, Halachot
Ketanot and indexes of the Ran): 2-3, 6-268 leaves
(lacking 3 leaves: title page and leaves 4-5); 853-
872 leaves (Halachot Ketanot); 21 leaves (novellae
of Rabbenu Nissim). Final leaves bound out of
sequence. 27.5 cm. Vol. II (Order Nezikin): 2-5, 8-302,
[8] leaves (lacking 3 leaves: title page and leaves 6-7).
31 cm. Overall fair-good condition. Stains and wear.
Extensive wear to some leaves, especially in vol. IL
Many tears and damage affecting text, repaired with
paper, especially to first and final leaves of vol. II
(with partial handwritten text replacements) and to
first leaves of vol. I. Leaves trimmed in several places
close to text, slightly affecting text. Several detached
leaves. Worming to several leaves. Old bindings.

Opening price: $1000
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37. French Translation of the Jerusalem Talmud - Complete
Set of Eleven Volumes - Paris, 1932-1933

Le Talmud de Jérusalem, Traduit pour la premiere fois par
Moise Schwab. Paris: Librairie Orientale et Américaine, G.-P.
Maisonneuve, 1932-1933. French. Complete set of eleven volumes.
Moshe Schwab (Moise Schwab; 1839-1918), a French librarian and
researcher. He attended the Jewish school in Strasbourg. From
1868, he worked as librarian in the National Library in Paris.
Schwab published many works on bibliography and the study
of Hebrew printing. His magnum-opus was his translation of the
Jerusalem Talmud to French. The first volume was published in
1871, and by 1890, the entire set was published. This is the second
and revised edition of the translation, with a foreword by R.
Maurice Liber, director of the Israelite Seminary of France.
Eleven volumes. Pagination varies. Approx. 25 cm. Slightly dry
paper (especially covers). Many unopened leaves. Good condition.
A few stains. Inscriptions and marks to body of text in several
places. Original paper covers, some detached. Final volume lacking
back cover. Minor stains and damage to some covers and spines.
Enclosed: receipt for the purchase of one volume, subscription
form, five advertisements from the publishing house, including
booklists with prices (some duplicates).

Opening price: $400
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36. Babylonian Talmud - Vilna Shas - 1880-1885

Babylonian Talmud. Vilna: Widow and Brothers
Romm, [1880-1885]. Twenty volumes.

Set of Vilna Shas, printed in 1880-1885. Lacking final
volume - Tractate Niddah.

Stamps of R. "Eliezer Yaakov Silman Rabbi of Tiferet
Yerushalayim, Newark".

20 volumes. Lacking Tractate Niddah. Approx. 43
cm. Overall good condition. A few volumes in good-
fair condition. Stains. Worming to several volumes.
Tears to several title pages and other leaves, repaired
with paper. Rebound with original leather boards
and new leather spines. Wear, damage and tears to
binding edges.

Stefansky Classics, no. 43.

Opening price: $700

2020 YN

34



Early Printed Books

‘WM ‘AN Nw - Q)PIny D01hT

39 38

7YY, RLWP - INWRY TN - MNP 12 1b0 .39

RSN AKX AWNX 12 01 27 NXKn N1 F]%NTI 770 5 by ,q0m Mam mwnT ,ANpPT T3 150
JINWRAY TNTIN L[WXMA T T ]2 Sxmnw ©197] .[1515 17V ,ROWP]

YA DWIDRIT NIW R TS 0t 7t T 0T T 190 nnSwi ant JINAXT 572 "[151‘7'117
2.7 o 07ho ]U5‘IU "]‘77’.‘!1'! NIMTXR NSWHn NAN KT WK N0 NXI"DILWIP Y2 OHIN 1NN
ST-2N22 DYW™M Nhon

X521 0N 20-MIT A¥D 270 28.5 (MM DINN MW TTVAW) Wi Q701 .57 [1],19-2
JTI0M TIKA FTA18 F1MD 0w Hwa APV, 0MW MNIpHna Wy 1An'0 N300 Mapy "nd
5w 09T N DX Nonw ,WW oY 12 T 08T Sw o1 yiom ,'[15'1‘7'1?7[ x5 SN HTA
oSwr ,RDWIPA AV DIDTT ,MY? 'K AN ANawn 5y D™MBO 1HoKN TIVTT WKMM NhHwn
.19-18 'Ry ,1”"dwn

4496 'O, 71O "MH0 7POIBVO

$500 :mnp

‘WM T v - 0pIny 010187

;TS MMwn 09I 770 :0pna My IK0)
(M MR, a%2p Mmoo

= INWRY OaMTan - prno - o1 Ty qbo 38
y”7 ,RbwWIp

PR 11795 | (p7130) TP MY (90 XApAT 91 TNy N9
WKM7 S)mw o197 w3 1510 ¥ KLwp] Sampn
SIWRA TN

JPM 1253 M 1oon

D07 13 0957 [21] DMOM) .07 [146] JINA 5T [125] 0T pry
19731 087N P%ﬂ .(MBDIT Y¥NK2 [37-44] 0BT 8-1 DMMIWXN
2¥N 270 19 .([140-141] T'DT "2 13 [68] T) D103 XOW
qOM Yp OV ,Dpmam DUOMWRY DT W .0mnD o
Nt .wy N0 N1 na L (bopLa T[5|7 myh) NWXAT 012
,OMpIwn wy "wan oyip S13) wivpn Diphw 112y 1m0 T
1373 K5% (11K 195 opT Mavm opT Swa ama om
T [148] TP Y513 Tpor 3 ano: moavbanan Syana
AT [146] WA (36 “Dn) 'KLWIPA MaviT 0197 Myt 0oIx
M5 oot 5vpa) NpTAW DMAK DRpRIYA RN 3
pmy Sw oy Sy 115 vim X5 (g7 [140] DY TR0 pmy DwNl
N7 [148] DY

.215/01 ,TD” *DD "pOIBVO

$1000 s

38. Amudei Gola - Semak - First Edition - Constantinople, 1510

Amudei Gola, known as Sefer Mitzvot HaKatzar (Semak), by R. Yitzchak of Corbeil.
[Constantinople: Samuel ibn Nachmias, ca. 1510]. First edition.

Several glosses in Oriental script.

Incomplete copy. [125] leaves, out of [146] leaves. Lacking [21] leaves: first 13
leaves and 8 leaves [37-44] in middle of book. Some leaves bound out of sequence
(leaf [68] bound between leaves [140-141]). 19 cm. Fair condition. Stains. First five
leaves detached, with open tear to first leaf (slightly affecting text), dampstains
and worming. Rest of leaves professionally restored (tears, worming and margins
repaired, and leaves bound together as one volume). Without binding.

The Bibliography of the Hebrew Book lists the book as originally comprising [148]
leaves, but Yaari in HaDefus Halvri BeKushta (no. 36) records only [146] leaves.
Other copies that we checked show the same (the NLI lists an incomplete copy
with [140] leaves). No copy with [148] leaves is known to us.

Stefansky Classics, no. 215.

Opening price: $1000
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40. Collection of Early Printed Leaves - Leaves Printed in the 16th-18th
Centuries

Collection of early printed leaves and leaf fragments, including;:

« Forty-seven leaves from Mikraot Gedolot. [Venice]: Daniel Bomberg, [1517]. First
edition of Mikraot Gedolot. The leaves comprise parts of the Five Megillot, Targum
Yerushalmi, Targum Sheni on Megillat Esther, and Thirteen Principles of Faith by
the Rambam. « Three leaves and leaf fragments from the book Derech Emunah, by R.
Avraham Bibago. [Constantinople, 1521]. Only edition. « Leaf from Mishneh Torah
by the Rambam. [Venice: Daniel Bomberg, 1524]: Proofreader's foreword. « Ten
leaves and leaf fragments from a machzor - prayers for Shabbat and Yom Kippur.
[Venice: Daniel Bomberg?, first half of 16th century]. « Leaf from the book Maamar
Mordechai, by R. Shem Tov Melamed. [Constantinople, 1585]. « Four leaves from
the book Ohel Yaakov, by R. Yaakov Koppelman. [Krakow, 1599]. « Two leaves from
the book Mishpat Tzedek, by R. Meir Melamed. [Salonika, 1615]. « Six leaves from
the book Brit Mateh Moshe - Passover Haggadah. [Berlin, 1701]. « And more.
Dozens of leaves and leaf fragments. Size and condition vary.

Opening price: $400

39. Kad HaKemach - First Edition - Constantinople,
1515

Kad HaKemach, homily and ethics, arranged in
alphabetical order of topics, by R. Bachye son of
Asher ibn Halawa. [Constantinople: Samuel son of
David ibn Nachmias, 1515]. First edition.

Colophon on the final leaf: "And this book was
completed on Thursday, 18th Iyar, 1515, and printed
in Constantinople, under the rule of His Majesty
Sultan Selim...".

Several handwritten inscriptions.

2-87, [1] leaves. Lacking title page (with composition
beginning on the verso). 28.5 cm. Fair-good condition.
Stains and wear. Dampstains and traces of past
dampness. Worming in various places, primarily to
margins. Heavily damaged old binding, with loss.
After the colophon, on the final leaf - printer's
device of Yehuda son of Yosef Sasson, who leased
the printing firm from the Nachmias family and
published several books at his own expense. See: A.
Yaari, HaDfus Halvri BeKushta, Jerusalem 1967, pp.
18-19.

Stefansky Classics, no. 496.

Opening price: $500
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41. Rosh Amana - Venice, 1545

Rosh Amana, principles of faith, by R. Yitzchak Abarbanel. Venice: Marco Antonio
Giustiniani, [1545]. Second edition.

The first edition was printed forty years earlier in Constantinople (in the book
Nachalat Avot). On the verso of the title page: "Poems composed by R. Yehuda
Abarbanel, son of the illustrious author".

Early signatures and ownership inscriptions in Italian script on the title page: "Was
allocated to the brothers Yehoshua and Shlomo Foa, from the inheritance of our uncle,
the great Torah scholar from Modena", "Was allocated to the young boy [--] Shlomo
Foa, May 1595", "The leader Moshe Levi", "Elisha Katzigin", "Yitzchak son of R. Elisha
Katzigin", "Acquisition of my money, Moshe son of R. Yitzchak Katzigin" (there are
records of a R. Yitzchak Katzigin who served as a rabbi in Casale Monferrato, and of
his relative R. Elisha Katzigin, also a rabbi), and other inscriptions.

34 leaves. 20.5 cm. Good condition. Stains and wear, primarily to title page and
first leaves. Small tear to top of title page. New binding.

See: Stefansky Classics, no. 38.

Opening price: $400
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42. Midrash Rabbot - Venice, 1545 - Incomplete Copy

Midrash Rabbot (Rabba), on the books of Bereshit-Vayikra, and part
of the book of Bamidbar. Venice: Marco Antonio Giustiniani, 1545.
Incomplete copy. Lacking part of the book of Bamidbar, the book
of Devarim and the Five Megillot.

Ownership inscription on the title page: "Acquisition of my
money, Mehalalel son of R. David son of R. Mordechai Fano...".
Inscriptions on several leaves: "Inheritors of (?) Mr Yehuda
Usiglio...". Several glosses in Italian script (most are cropped).
Censorship deletions.

Incomplete and damaged copy. [1]-188, 190, 192-200 leaves.
Lacking leaves: 189, 191, 201, 201-208; 1-90 (altogether lacking
101 leaves: 2 leaves in middle and 99 leaves at end of book).
Blank leaves bound after leaves 188 and 190. 31 cm. Overall fair
condition. Stains and wear. Dampstains. Minor worming. Tears of
varying sizes to many leaves (approx. 25 leaves in various places,
especially at end of volume), affecting text with some loss (some
significant damage), repaired with paper. Dark stains to several
leaves. Restoration paper over entire title page. Parts of other
leaves repaired with restoration paper. Old binding.

See: Stefansky Classics, nos. 127-128.

Opening price: $800

43. Akedat Yitzchak - Venice, 1547

Akedat Yitzchak, commentary to the Torah by R.
Yitzchak Arama. Venice: Daniel Bomberg, 1547.
Second edition.

Large volume.

Ownership inscriptions on the title page (some
deleted), including: "G-d granted me the merit of
acquiring this book, I, Sar Shalom son of R. Zarchia
Chai His servant" [R. Sar Shalom Chai of Mantua?].
Several handwritten glosses and textual emendations,
in Italian script.

Censorship deletions (the ink used by the censor
faded over the years, and the deleted text is plainly
visible). Censor's signatures on the final leaf.

309 leaves. 36.5 cm. Thick, high-quality paper. Good-
fair condition. Stains and minor wear. Dampstains.
Worming. Tears and damage to title page and other
leaves, repaired with paper. Worming affecting text
to several leaves. Old binding.

See: Stefansky Classics, no. 11.

Opening price: $400
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45. Zichron Torat Moshe - Constantinople, 1554

Zichron Torat Moshe, index of sayings of the sages
from the Talmuds, Midrash and early books, by R.
Moshe Figo. Constantinople: [Moses son of Elazar
Parnas HaRofeh, 1554]. First edition.

Signature on the title page: "Yehuda ibn Forado".
Incomplete copy. [168] leaves. Lacking [6] leaves
from the second gathering - leaves [7-12]. 29.5 cm.
Fair condition. Stains. Dark dampstains to many
leaves. Worming, affecting text of final 20 leaves.
Marginal tears to title page (affecting border), with
paper repairs around entire border. Marginal tears to
first and final leaves, slightly affecting text, repaired.
Old binding, worn and damaged.

Opening price: $500

45

44. Sefer HaAruch - Venice, 1553

Sefer HaAruch, dictionary of Talmudic words,
arranged alphabetically, by R. Natan son of Yechiel
of Rome, with references by R. Shmuel Archivolti.
Venice: Bragadin, [1553].

Inscription on the title page: "...belongs to the
renowned leader, R. Azriel".

On the leaf following the title page: "I merited this
book by purchasing it with my money, Shmuel
Zanvil son of R. Yakar of..."; "...belongs to the leader
and philanthropist, R. Azriel...".

Inscription on the front endpaper: "Yisrael son of R.
Yitzchak of Lviv, rabbi of Wallerstein and its suburbs".
Censors' signatures on title page and front endpaper.
166 leaves. 30.5 cm. Good condition. Stains. Tears and
worming to title page, not affecting text, repaired
with paper. Marginal tears to final leaves, repaired
with paper. Early, decorated leather-covered wood
binding, with clasp remnants. Spine and inside
binding repaired.

Opening price: $400
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47. Teshuvot Bar Sheshet - Responsa of the Rivash - Riva di Trento, 1559

Teshuvot Bar Sheshet - Responsa of the Rivash. Riva di Trento: [Antonio Bruin],
1559. Second edition.

The first edition, printed in Constantinople 1546-1547, was entitled: "Responsa of
the prominent rabbi... R. Yitzchak Bar Sheshet".

4, 9-12, 5-8, 13-32, 37-322, [2], 323-415, [9] leaves. Leaves bound out of sequence.
Leaves 9-12 bound after leaf 4. [2] unnumbered leaves in middle of book, bound
between leaves 322-323 instead of between leaves 318-319. 19.5 cm. Overall fair
condition. Several leaves in poor condition. Stains and wear. Dampstains to many
leaves, dark stains to first and final leaves. Marginal worming to several leaves.
Large tears to title page, affecting text, with old paper repairs. Additional tears and
damage to first and final leaves, affecting text with some loss, partially repaired
with paper. Several leaves trimmed close to text. Inscriptions. Stamps. Old binding.

Opening price: $300

46. Rav Mordechai - Riva de Trento, 1558

Rav Mordechai, Talmudic novellae, by R. Mordechai
HaKohen Ashkenazi. Riva de Trento: [Antonio
Bruin], 1558.

Without the final 45 leaves of the Simanei Mordechai
section, printed at the end of the book with a separate
title page.

150; [1], 154-192 leaves. Without final 45 leaves.
27.5 cm. High quality paper. Most leaves in good
condition. Stains. Wear, dampstains, traces of past
dampness and small tears to some leaves. Significant
open tears to title page, slightly affecting text,
repaired with paper. Repaired tears to last leaf,
affecting text, with replacements by photocopy and
handwriting. Censorship deletions to several leaves.
New leather binding.

Opening price: $500
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48. Commentary of Rabbi David Arama on the Rambam - Salonika, 1560-
1572 - First Edition

Commentary on the Rambam, by R. David Arama. [Salonika]: Yosef Ben Yitzchak
Yaavetz, [1560-1572]. First edition.

Bibliographers differ as to the exact year of printing of this book. It was presumably
printed between 1560 and 1572.

Signature on title page (faded and lacking end): "Daniel son of the scholar, the
G-dly kabbalist, Yaako[v]" this is presumably the signature of R. Daniel Lumbroso,
a dayan in Tunis in the 18th century (see enclosed material). Other inscriptions on
the title page.

An ownership inscription from 1666 on p. 5a, signed with a calligraphic signature
(undeciphered). Gloss on p. 12b.

77, [1] leaves. 25.5 cm. Fair condition. Stains. Extensive worming, some affecting
text. Large tears to title page, to the following two leaves and to final leaves. All
leaves professionally restored. Handwritten inscriptions and markings on several
leaves, in body of text. New binding.

Opening price: $1000
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50. Yalkut Shimoni - Venice, 1566

Yalkut Shimoni on the Torah. Venice: Alvise Bragadin, [1566]. Second edition.
Ownership inscriptions on the title page: "Mine, Shmuel Lonzano", "Mine...
Matityah son of Peretz, Eliezer son of Matityah Basola, Yaakov son of Matityah
Basola". Another inscription on the subsequent leaf: "Mine, Shmuel Lonzano son
of R. Yitzchak Lonzano of Modena, 1718...".

Censorship deletions, with handwritten emendations. Censors' signatures on final
two leaves.

313, [1] leaf. 30 cm. Good-fair condition, most leaves in good condition. Stains.
Worming, affecting text on several leaves. Dampstains and traces of past dampness
to final leaves. Tears to title page, slightly affecting text of book title. Restoration
paper over entire title page. Minor damage to several leaves. Old binding.

See: Stefansky Classics, no. 134.

Opening price: $500

49. Arbaa Turim - Riva di Trento, 1561

Arbaa Turim, by R. Yaakov son of Asher. Riva di Trento: [Antonio Bruin], 1561.
The four sections of Arbaa Turim in one volume. Fine woodcut initial words at the
beginning of each section.

Signatures on the title page and final leaf: "Eliezer Almosnino Sephardi", "Yehuda
Canton", "Acquisition of my money Matityah David Shaar Aryeh, 1708, Matasia
Portaleone, in exchange for 24 lira in Mantuan currency" (Matityah David Shaar
Aryeh is mentioned in the book Petach Einayim by R. Ben Tzion Refael HaKohen
Frizzi, part V, Livorno 1879, p. 43a: "In Mantua in my youth there was a prominent
elder named Matityah Shaar Aryeh, who would be called upon whenever a woman
was having a difficult labor, and he would whisper some incantation in the ear of
the mother, and often, she would give birth immediately thereafter, swiftly and
safely"). Censor's signatures on final leaves.

6, 9-37, 40-80; 66; 42; 104 leaves; [1] folding plate with tables of leap year cycles,
detached and trimmed close to text. Lacking 2 leaves: 38-39. 30.5 cm. Thick, high-
quality paper. Fair condition. Stains, wear and dampstains. Severe dampstains to
first leaves. Worming affecting text to some leaves. Marginal tears to first leaves,
repaired with paper. Handwritten inscriptions in several places. Stamps. New
binding.

Opening price: $1000
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51. Two Books by Rabbi Ovadia Sforno - Commentary to the Torah, Shir
HaShirim and Kohelet - Venice, 1567 - First Editions

Two books by R. Ovadia Sforno, first editions, bound together:

« Commentary to the Torah, by "The perfect and G-dly Torah scholar, R. Ovadia
Sforno, foremost physician". Venice: Giovanni Griffio, 1567.

« Commentary to Shir HaShirim and Kohelet, by R. Ovadia Sforno. Venice:
Giovanni Griffio, 1567.

Signature on the first title page: "Moshe son of R. Daniel Tzoref [Orefice] of Pesaro",
and another signature, difficult to decipher.

Censor's signature on final leaf of second book. Additional ownership inscription
on verso: "...this book is mine, Daniel son of R. Michael Tzuf".

Griffio's printer's device is printed on both title pages. See: Avraham Yaari, Diglei
HaMadpisim Halvriim, Jerusalem 1944, pp. 18-19, 135-136.

92; 16 leaves. 20.5 cm. Condition varies, fair to fair-poor. Stains and wear. Numerous
dampstains. Extensive worming, affecting text. First gathering detached. Early
parchment binding, worn and damaged, with significant worming.

Stefansky Classics, no. 22.

Opening price: $300
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53. Tur Yoreh De'ah - Venice, 1574 - Signatures and Glosses

Tur Yoreh De'ah, with Beit Yosef. [Venice: Zuan di
Gara, 1574].

Large volume.

Afterword on the final page by the proofreader, R.
Yichye son of Avraham ibn Chamu of Fez, in which he
relates that the wealthy R. Chaim ibn Saruk arranged
the printing of this edition. This edition stands out
for its excellence. The proofreader boasts of the
quality of the paper and ink, the beautiful typeface
and professional workers employed in the printing
process. R. Chaim ibn Saruk was an influential figure
in Venice, and the Jews were hopeful that he would
succeed in having the prohibition against printing
the Talmud in Italy, in effect since the burning of the
Talmud in 1554, rescinded.

Ownership inscriptions on the (detached) endpaper:
"Shimon Segre", "Avraham Shmuel and Yisrael,
Katzin brothers from Cuneo, 1830", "Acquisition of
my money, I, Meshulam Montel". Two glosses in
Italian script.

Incomplete copy. 2-7, 9-400, [28] leaves. Lacking
title page and leaf 8. 35.5 cm. Most leaves in good
condition. Several leaves in fair condition. Stains.
Marginal wear, creases and minor tears to first
leaves. Dampstains, dark stains to approx. 20 final
leaves. Worming, primarily to margins, mostly not
affecting text. Marginal paper reinforcements to
several leaves at end of book. Endpaper detached.
New binding.

Opening price: $400

52. Tur Even HaEzer with Beit Yosef - Venice,
1565

Tur Even HaEzer, with Beit Yosef. Venice: Giorgio di
Cavali, [1565].

One of the editions published in the author's lifetime,
as alluded to on the title page: "And he entitled it Beit
Yosef, may G-d grant him many more lengthy and
good years...", and in the chronogram at the foot of
the title page which includes the words "Yosef Chai".
The printer's device of Giorgio di Cavalli, printed
on the title page, depicts an elephant bearing
warriors in a turret, flanked by a Hebrew inscription
(regarding this printer's device, see: Yaari, Diglei
HaMadpisim Halvriim, images 32-34 and p. 136;
Ruthy Kalman, Diglei HaMadpisim BaSefer Halvri
BeVenetzia BaMe'a Ha-16, doctoral dissertation,
2010). According to Yaari, the Hebrew inscription
was added by the renowned proofreader R. Shmuel
son of Yitzchak of Bohemia (who later went to work
in Krakow for Prostitz).

Several ownership inscriptions in Italian script on
the title page (damaged in part).

Censorship deletions to several leaves, with a few
tears from ink erosion. Censor's signatures on final
leaf.

232 leaves. 34.5 cm. Several darkened leaves.
Condition varies. First leaves and approx. 15 final
leaves in fair condition, with worming, dampstains,
damage and tears, and numerous marginal paper
repairs. Traces of past dampness (with some mold)
to approx. 25 final leaves. Many leaves in middle
of book in good-fair to good condition. Stains.
Worming. Pen inscription. Stamp. New binding.

Opening price: $700
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54. Aruch HaKitzur - Krakdw, 1592 - Signatures and Glosses

Aruch HaKitzur, summary of R. Natan ben Yechiel's
Aruch. Krakow: Isaac son of Aaron of Prostitz, [1592].
Ownership inscriptions on the front endpaper,
attesting that the book belongs to "The renowned
leader, R. Leib Wertheim of Bayreuth (Germany)".
Several inscriptions on the title page (some cropped),
including: "This book was allocated to me from the
estate of the one who I inherited from, Moshe son of
R. Yaakov of Heizfeld (Heidingsfeld)".

The book contains many glosses in early Ashkenazic

‘WM AT NAW - 0PNy 010187

script (from around the time of the printing),
including additions and explanations to the entries
in the book. Additional glosses in later hand.

36, [47] leaves (misfoliation). 20 cm. Poor condition.
Stains. Significant worming, affecting text. Detached
leaves. Without binding.

Opening price: $400
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56. Torat Moshe by the Alshech, on the Book of
Bereshit - Venice, 1600

Torat Moshe, on the book of Bereshit, interpretation
of the Torah following the Derash approach, by R.
Moshe Alshech. Venice: Daniel Zanetti, [1600].

Of the five books comprising R. Moshe Alshech's
comprehensive composition on the Torah, only one,
the part on the Book of Bereshit, was published in
his lifetime, in 1593. Shortly following the author's
passing (13th Nisan 1600), the first part — offered
here — was reprinted alone. The following year, all
five parts on all the books of the Torah were printed
by Zuan di Gara.

123 leaves. 28.5 cm. Good condition. Stains and wear.
Tears and worming to title page. Margins of title
page trimmed, affecting border. New binding.

See: Stefansky Classics, no. 17.

Opening price: $350
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55. Sefer HaChaim - Rabbi Chaim of Friedberg, Brother of the Maharal - Krakow, 1593 - First Edition

Sefer HaChaim, ethics, homilies and upright
practices, by R. Chaim son of Betzalel of Friedberg,
brother of the Maharal of Prague. Krakéw: Isaac son
of Aaron of Prostitz, [1593]. First edition.

The foreword of the publisher, R. Yitzchak HaKohen
Katz, son-in-law of the Maharal, appears on pp. 2b-
3a.

At the head of the title page are the words (cited
from the High Holiday prayers): "Write us in the
book of good life". The composition is divided into
five sections: Sefer Zechuyot, Sefer Chaim Tovim,
Sefer Parnassa V'Chalkala, Sefer Selicha U'Mechila
and Sefer Geula ViYeshua.

48,50-51, [1] leaves. Lacking leaf 49. Darkened leaves.
18.5 cm. Fair condition. Stains and wear. Many stains
and dark damp